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MEETING DETAILS 

Restaurant Date and Time  
Dave and Buster's TUESDAY, March 12, 2019 
940 Great Mall Drive. 6:00 pm—Social Hour and Sign-in  
Milpitas, CA 95035 7:00 pm—Dinner 
Map 7:45 pm—Presentations  

 
Cost:  $45 Professionals and Guests, $20 Students 
 
Reservations:  Spaces are limited, RSVP in advance!  

Please fill out the online form by 12 PM, MONDAY March 11, 2019. 
 
Public transportation:  Located near the Great Mall/Main light rail station stop. 
 
Driving/Parking Directions:  Print turn-by-turn directions through Google Maps. Parking is free. 
 
*Please RSVP in advance. Walk-ins are welcome, but not guaranteed. No shows will be charged. 

 
Thank you for your RSVP!  See you on Tuesday, March 12, 2019! 
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http://aegsf.org/?p=2434


The Salinas Valley Integrated Hydrologic Model: Supporting Projects and Programs in a 
Highly Operated Basin 

Les Chau and Howard Franklin 

The Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin, located along California’s Central Coast, has a well-
developed agricultural economy and relies on two large reservoirs (Nacimiento and San 
Antonio) to provide a variety of services (storage, flood control, groundwater recharge, 
environmental, and recreation).  Flow from the Salinas River to groundwater is substantial 
throughout the Basin. Groundwater conditions (e.g., groundwater heads near the River) have a 
strong influence on the amount of reservoir release required to satisfy downstream demands. 
Therefore, evaluation of optimal reservoir management strategies benefits from a tightly-coupled 
representation of operations and potential losses along the stream network. The Salinas Valley 
Integrated Hydrologic Model (SVIHM) is a MODFLOW-OWHM model developed by the USGS 
California Water Science Center that has been calibrated with over 40 years of historical 
hydrologic measurements. The SVIHM has been coupled with a new Surface Water Operations 
(SWO) module to quantify the maximum benefits of physical and operational modifications to the 
reservoirs, along with potential benefits of future projects.  The SVIHM is a novel tool for 
simulating current and future conditions and is being used to support several programs in the 
Basin. These projects include an engineering feasibility study and EIR for a proposed tunnel 
linking the Nacimiento and San Antonio reservoirs and development of the Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan. Potential additional water supply from optimized reservoir operations may be 
available to supply water resources for downstream demand, enhanced flood control, and 
augmented seawater intrusion mitigation, with the ultimate goal of bringing the Basin into a 
sustainable state.  
 
Speaker Bio: 
 
Les Chau is a Principal Scientist at Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc., part of a 
global engineering firm headquartered in Aberdeen, Scotland.  Les received a bachelor’s degree 
in geophysics from the University of California, Berkeley and a master’s degree in geology from 
University of California, Riverside. As the Principal Investigator in assessing the impacts of 
climate changes on the sustainable management of water resources in the Salinas Valley of CA,  
he is working with the U.S. Geological Survey and reservoir engineers to model the reoperation 
of the reservoirs in managing flood control, downstream water supply, and the adaptive 
mitigation of the impacts of climate changes – the “new normal” of droughts and severe storm 
events. Les Chau is passionate about addressing California’s water issues through public 
education and advancement in water technology. 
 
Howard B. Franklin is a Senior Hydrologist with the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency, and a licensed professional geologist in the State of California.  Mr. Franklin has over 
25 years of experience in the field of Hydrology and Hydrogeology, specifically within the Salinas 
Valley in Monterey County, CA. 


